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not dare to lose the support of his party by opposing it, even if opposition under the circumstances could have been effectual, which it certainly would not, for the political treachery of the Whigs made the Bill sure to become law. Nor from some points of view could Harley pretend to regret that this question so perpetually arising should be set at rest, at least for a time; for the passing of this Bill removed a subject from parliamentary discussion on which it was impossible for him to act without offending either his Tory supporters or his Dissenting friends. De Foe, overlooking this aspect of the matter, and eager in the cause of toleration, suggested to Harley a bold way to destroy the Bill.
"I confess myself," he writes, "so much surprised with the particulars which your Lordship did me the honour to communicate to me on Tuesday of the conduct of a set of men with respect to the Dissenters, that I could not express myself on several things needful to be observed to you on the occasion, which defect, according to the freedom you are pleased to allow me, I supply in this manner.
"And first, in the midst of my real and just
concern for the interest of the Dissenters, which I
look upon as ruined,  I cannot but look up with
thankfulness in your behalf that the  mouths  of
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